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HK's PCCW set for

free-TV reveal
HKS1.3 billion itnvestment
around HKTVE

PCCW's free-TV unit, Hong Kong Televi-
sion Entertainment (HKTVE), is set for its
big brand reveal tomorrow (Tues, 20
Oct). Channel details come exactly
two years after Hong Kong's broadcast-
ing authorities approved two new free-
TV licences for the Special Administra-
five Region.

China streaming

clash intensifies
Alibaba launches $3.5b
bid for Youku Tudou

Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba
is going after the mainland’s video
entertainment hearts and wallets with
a US$3.5 billion bid to acquire online
streaming platform Youku Tudou.

Story on page 2

The Voice of China
busts ratings records
Record finale ends

13-week chart topper
Star China Media is celebrating a record-
breaking run for The Voice of China sea-

son four, which spent a record straight 13
weeks af the top of China's charts.

Story on page 3
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The Walking Dead tops Fox charts
S6 opens high in four Asia markets

Fox International Channels’ (FIC) The Walk-
ing Dead season six premiered internation-
ally to a 17% year-over-year live ratings lift
among viewers oufside the U.S. The pre-
miere garnered 4.3 million viewers for Fox,
increasing last year's reach by 25%.

In Asia, the new season premiere put
Fox in various top spots among different
audience demos and pay-TV packages
in Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan and Korea.
Audience data for other markets was not
available at presstime.

In both Malaysia and Singapore, the
premiere was the highest rated of Fox's fall
season dramas so far, beating blockbuster
fitles such as Marvel’'s Agents of S.H..E.L.D
3 (1 October) and Sleepy Hollow season
three (2 October). Other dramas that have
premiered on FIC channels express from the
U.S. this season are Heroes Reborn (25 Sep-
tember, Fox) and drama/comedy Crazy Ex-
Girlfriend (13 Oct, Star World).

In Malaysia, The Walking Dead premiere
on 12 October made Fox the number two

Steven Yuen as Glenn Rhee in The Walking Dead

English-language general entertainment
channel in the timeslot (9.05pm-10.10pm)
among viewers aged 15-49.

The premiere in Singapore made Fox
the number one English-language cable
channel among viewers 15-49 for its prime-
fime slot (?pm-10.05pm) as well as the top
English-language cable channel in the
country for the entire day.

In Korea, the premiere episode viewer-
ship was up 375% among all metro au-
diences 25-39 years old, and improved
77% over the previous season’s premiere
across pay-TV as a whole. The episode also
ranked number one among male pay-TV
viewers between 30 and 39 years old.

The premiere in Taiwan was up 18%
compared to the premiere of season five
part B last year, and was the only foreign
language programme to make the top 10
total TV ranker for the timeslot, FIC said.

Fox launched The Walking Dead season
six simultaneously across 127 markets on 12
October.
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The Voice of China

busts ratings records
Record finale ends
13-week straight
chart topper

The season four finale of Star China
Media’s The Voice of China topped
mainland China’'s TV ratfings charts on 7
October, hitting 6.566% (CSM 50 cities, all
4+) and giving the series a record-break-
ing straight run at the top of China’s
charts for 13 consecutive weeks on air.

The Voice of China season four winner, folk singer
Zhang Lei

The Shanghai-based company said
this was the longest winning streak of
any format in China’s ratings history.

No announcements have been made
on season five, but few expect the multi-
million dollar show not to go on.

The Voice of China's production bud-
get tops RMB100 million/US$16 million,
making it one of the region’s most lavish
competition format shows.

CSM viewership data provided by Star
China Media put the finale's audience
share at 27.39% with an average rating
of 7.11% in 34 major cities.

The Voice of China, produced by Star
China's Starry Productions, premiered on
Zhejiang Satellite TV on 17 July this year.

The series was among China's seven
top-ranked shows — all produced by
Starry — for the week of 5 October.

The shows included three related to
The Voice of China and the Jinxing Show
talk show, which ranked number four.
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Charo Santos to head 43rd Int'| Emmy Gala

Enrico Santos, Leng Raymundo, Eva Obadia, Charo Santos-Concio

at the 43rd International Emmy dinner at Versailles earlier this month

ABS-CBN president, chief executive of-
ficer and chief content officer, Charo
Santos-Concio, will serve as Gala Chair
for the 43rd International Emmy Awards,
which takes place in New York City on 23
November 2015.

Santos-Concio — ContentAsia’s Asia
Media Woman of the Year in 2014 -
makes history as the first Philippines’ TV
network executive invited to serve as
Gala chair.

President and chief executive of the
International Academy of Television
Arts and Sciences, Bruce Paisner, said
Santos-Concio “has spearheaded the
growth of her organisation to a leading
position in the Philippines and the region
beyond”.

Santos-Concio was appointed ABS-
CBN president and chief operating
officer in 2008 and chief executive of-
ficer in 2013. Apart from being named
ContentAsia’s 2014 Asia Media Woman
of the Year, she won Gold Stevie Awards
at the 2014 Stevie Awards for Women in
Business and Asia Pacific Stevie Awards.

This year’s International Emmy Awards
will recognise programming in 10 cate-
gories. Special awards will be presented
to Julian Fellowes, creator and writer of
Downton Abbey (Founders Award) and
Richard Plepler, chairman and chief ex-
ecutive of HBO (Directorate Award).

Japan and South Korea fly the flag for
Asia programmes this year. Two Japao-
nese shows were nominated and one
from South Korea.

South Korea'’s Trial of Chunhyyang -
A Girl Prosecuted by Feudalism, from
public broadcaster KBS, has been nomi-
nated in the Arts Programming catego-
ry. The show, about the forbidden love
between a nobleman and a courtesan
in the late 18th century, won a Rockie
Award at this year's Banff World Media
Festival.

Also among this year's 40 nominees in
10 categories and 19 countries are Jap-
anese drama series, Mozu season one
— Night Cry of the Mozu (TBS Television/
Wowow/Robot), and Storytelling of Hos-
fages (Wowow/Twins Japan).



