
 

 

 

Dear MJ 

Today's top stories in, around and about Asia, from MipTV and everywhere else, are... 

• Star China acquires Korea's "Infinite Challenge" 

• "India's Next Top Model" heads for MTV India 

• South Korea picks up Globo's "Merciless" 

• Cambodia's Bayon buys Keshet format "Boom!" 

• Ricky Wong offers ATV 1,000 hours of content in exchange for 50% ad 

revenue 

• Hub Media to distribute Utusan Studios/Lineclear Motion Pics shows 

• CCTV+ licenses news archive to ITN Source 

• CCTV-10, ORF kick off production on blue-chip wildlife show 

• 67%-75% of women in SE Asia use phones while watching TV, NBCUni 

study 

• Plus MipTV programming picks… 

Star China acquires Korea's "Infinite Challenge" 

Star China has picked up mainland China rights to MBC's long-running variety/comedy 

format, "Infinite Challenge". The acquisition marks Star China's expansion beyond the 

studio-based singing formats that put the company on the video entertainment map. 
Production and broadcast details were not immediately available. 

"India's Next Top Model" heads for MTV India 

An Indian version of CBS Studios' "Next Top Model" will air on MTV India in the middle 

of this year. The reality series has been licensed to Indian production house, Bulldog 

Media & Entertainment. The call for entries this month and in May will be followed by 
a nationwide scouting tour. 

 

 

 

South Korea picks up Globo's "Merciless" 

South Korean pay-TV channel EPG has picked up Globo series "Merciless". The thriller 

stars Bruno Gagliasso as serial killer Edu, a seemingly intelligent and sensitive man 

http://www.contentasia.tv/r.php?c/4gnc/bWpAbWpnbG9iYWxjb21tdW5pY2F0aW9ucy5jb20
http://www.contentasia.tv/r.php?c/4gnd/bWpAbWpnbG9iYWxjb21tdW5pY2F0aW9ucy5jb20


who kills for sheer pleasure. "Merciless" is Globo's first series entirely recorded and 
post-produced in ultra HD/4K. EPG previously acquired telenovela "Precious Pearl". 

Cambodia's Bayon buys Keshet format "Boom!" 

Cambodia's Bayon Radio and Television has acquired Keshet International's trivia 

challenge game show "Boom!". The deal is the format's first in Asia. "Boom!" will run 

in a weekly slot on Bayon TV from summer 2015. The number of episodes has not 

been finalised; Keshet said at MipTV on Tuesday that the licence involved "substantial" 
episodes and that the show was being produced in-house by Bayon. 

 

 

 

Ricky Wong offers ATV 1,000 hours of content in exchange for 50% ad 

revenue 

Hong Kong Television Network's (HKTV) Ricky Wong is offering to rescue free-TV 

network Asia Television Ltd (ATV) with 1,000 hours of programming - four hours a day 

- to air between now and the end of December 2015 in exchange for 50% of the 

advertising revenue. HKTV said it would handle all ad sales related to its programming 

and split the revenue with ATV. HKTV told the Hong Kong Stock Exchange that it 

would guarantee a minimum of HK$5 million/US$645,070 a month for ATV. The 

death-throes offer comes only weeks after Hong Kong authorities said ATV's free-TV 

broadcast license would not be renewed when it expires at the end of March next 

year. The cash-strapped station has not closed the door on the offer, local reports say, 

quoting observers as saying that ATV needed HK$15 million/US$2 million a month to 

cover operating expenses. HKTV has given ATV until 5pm on Monday, 20 April, to 
make a decision. 

Hub Media to distribute Utusan Studios/Lineclear Motion Pics shows 

Kevin Balhetchet's Hub Media will distribute Utusan Studios (Malaysia) content, 

beginning with two documentaries, "The Malaysian Fish Hunters" and "Tongkat Ali: 

Rise of the Miracle Herb". The exclusive worldwide partnership was announced on 

Tuesday in Cannes during the annual Mip TV content market. Malaysia-based 

production house, Lineclear Motion Pictures, will work with Utusan Studios on creating 
content. 
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CCTV+ licenses news archive to ITN Source 

Mainland China's state-owned broadcaster, China Central Television (CCTV), has 

licensed its news archive footage to U.K.-based agency ITN Source. The worldwide 

representation deal was announced in Cannes on Tuesday. The footage focuses on 

regional and international news across a range of topics, including political and human 

interest, produced by CCTV's news-gathering team. 

CCTV-10, ORF kick of production on blue-chip wildlife show 

Mainland China's CCTV-10 and Austrian public broadcaster ORF celebrated the start of 

production on three-part blue-chip wildlife co-production, "Sky River of the 

Himalayas". The international co-production, formally signed on Tuesday on day two 

of this year's MipTV in Cannes, is the first between ORF and CCTV-10, and also 

involves Arte France and ZDF. The series, about the waterway that flows through 

multiple climate zones and shapes the lives of more than a billion people, is being shot 

in 4K. ORF Enterprise will distribute the show outside Asia and Africa. China's CITVC 

will distribute in Asia and Africa. "Sky River of the Himalayas" is scheduled for delivery 
in spring 2017. 

 

 

 
 

67%-75% of women in SE Asia use phones while watching TV, NBCUni study 

shows 

75% of Singaporean women use their smartphones while watching television, 

according to the third edition of NBCUniversal's High Heeled Warriors survey. 

Singapore is followed in Southeast Asia by Indonesia, where 67% of women watch TV 

while using their phones. The Philippines comes in third at 65% and Malaysians fourth 

at 64%. The study also found that while programming from Korea, Taiwan and Latin 

America is increasingly popular, U.S. programming is still the most popular choice for 

international content, with 85% of Filipinas watching shows from the U.S., followed by 

75% Singaporeans, 73% Malaysians and 69% Indonesians. 

MipTV programming picks... 

 

Three Brothers 

Arturo, Flavio and Samuel Gallardo have 

lost everything and are now the victims of 

a horrible crime. In their eagerness to 

know the truth and serve justice, they 

meet the Del Junco sisters, owners of land 

that has been cultivated with passion and 

betrayal. The destinies of six individuals 

http://www.contentasia.tv/r.php?c/4gnb/bWpAbWpnbG9iYWxjb21tdW5pY2F0aW9ucy5jb20


are taken over by the uncontrollable strength of their feelings. Length: 130x60 mins 

Telemundo Internacional 2555 Ponce de Leon Blvd., 4th Floor Coral Gables FL 
33134, U.S. T: +1 786 394 1210 MipTV Stand # P0.B1 

 

 

 

 

Shadows of the Past 

A past filled with hatred and pain marks the destiny of two young 

lovers - Aldonza and Cristóbal - who will have to risk everything for 

love. Length: 150x60 mins Televisa Internacional 6355 NW 36th 

St., Suite 101, Miami, FL 33166, U.S. T: +1 786 265 2500 MipTV 

Stand # R9.A2  
 

 

 

 

 

Emeralds, The Color of Ambition 

Three generations of one family will face each other 

against evil and will end up divided by ambition and 

the love for one woman. Length: 60x60 mins 

Caracol Television 150 Alhambra Circle, Suite 

#1250, Miami, FL 33134, U.S. T: +1 305 960 2018 

(Miami) MipTV Stand # P-1.G25 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Victoria's Secret Fashion Show 

Television's sexiest special of the year features 

musical guests, behind-the-scenes interviews, and 

the most beautiful supermodels in the world. 

Length: 1x60 mins Alfred Haber Distribution, 

Inc. 111 Grand Avenue, Suite 203, Palisades 

Park, New Jersey 07650, U.S. T: +1 201 224 

8000 MipTV Stand # P-1.L50 

 

 

Expedition Unknown 

Adventurer and archeologist Josh Gates has a love 

of travel, a passion for history and a nose for the 

truth. He unleashes his boundless curiosity to 

uncover the real story behind legendary tales and 

unsolved mysteries. And to get the answers he's 



looking for, he'll go wherever the facts take him. Length:12x60 mins Scripps 

Networks International Asia HQ: Scripps Networks International, #12-21 

Symbiosis Tower, 3 Fusionopolis Way Singapore 138633 T: +65 6835 8838 MipTV 

Stand # P4.C20 

 

Escape or Die 

Half-hour documentary series "Escape or Die" 

takes viewers behind the bright lights of the 

main stage and roaring crowds into Dean's 

crazy, unique life as he prepares nail-biting 

escapes that threaten his life. Each half-hour 

episode focuses on Dean preparing for a new 

stunt he will perform in a major metropolitan 

centre. Length: 12x30 mins Bomanbridge 

Media 8 Smith Street, #02-01, Singapore 058922 T: +65 6224 4211 MipTV Stand # 

P-1.E18  

 

 

 

The Interceptor 

Marcus Ashton is a law-enforcement officer who takes crime 

personally. After 15 frustrating years of low-level drug busts, he 

gets a chance to fulfil his dream of taking down the underworld's 

biggest players when he's recruited by the UNIT (Undercover 

Narcotics Intelligence Team). Using state-of-the-art surveillance, 

this top-secret squad hunts down and brings to justice society's 

most ruthless criminals. Length: 8x50 mins BBC Worldwide #17-03 Springleaf 

Tower, 3 Anson Road, Singapore 079909 T: +65 6849 5511 MipTV Stand # P3.B38 

The latest multimedia versions of ContentAsia...inprint are available at: 

www.contentasia.tv/issueone2015 

www.contentasia.tv/factual2015 

 

Enhanced listings from this year's annual directory - ContentAsia's The 
Big List 2015 - are at: 

The Big List 2015: Channels 

The Big List 2015: Programming 

The Big List 2015: Satellite & Content Security 

 

Listings are also available on ContentAsia's mobile directory app for 

Android (Google Play Store) and iOS (iTunes/Apple Store) 

 
You can also browse back issues at www.contentasia.tv and 

www.asiacontentwatch.com, Asia's most comprehensive online 
database of schedules, buyers, programmers and distributors, among 

others. 
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