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A+E Networks Appoints Robert 
Sharenow to New Position 

 

Robert Sharenow, A+E Networks' veteran programmer of 

15 years, was appointed executive vice president and 

general manager of A&E and Lifetime. Sharenow 

previously served as EVP and GM of Lifetime since June 

2013. In his new role, Sharenow will report to Paul 

Buccieri, president of A&E and HISTORY for A&E. He 

will also continue to report to Nancy Dubuc, president 

and CEO of A+E Networks for Lifetime. Sharenow will 

be responsible for overseeing all content creation, brand 

development and marketing for both network groups. 
http://www.aenetworks.com  
  

STARZ Announces Recurring and 
Guest Cast for Blunt Talk 

The recurring and guest cast for the first season of the STARZ 
Original Series Blunt Talk has been announced. The half-hour 
scripted comedy series from MRC is executive produced by 
Seth MacFarlane, Jonathan Ames, Tristram Shapeero and 
Stephanie Davis. Stars cast in recurring roles include Ed Begley 
Jr., Mary Holland, Karan Soni and Romany Malco. In addition, 
Moby, Sharon Lawrence, Trace Lysette, Golden Brooks, 
Windell D. Middlebrooks and Steve Valentine will have guest 
roles. These actors join the previously announced cast, which 
includes Patrick Stewart, Jacki Weaver, Adrian Scarborough 
and Dolly Wells, among others. The series centers on Walter 
Blunt, a British import who is bent on conquering the world of 
American cable news. It will premiere on STARZ this summer. 
http://www.starz.com 
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GRB's The Wildlife Docs Wins A 2015 
Parents' Choice Award  
  
GRB Entertainment announced that The Wildlife Docs, its 
recently acquired series, received a 2015 Parents Choice 
Award. The series is produced by the Litton Group for ABC. 
The Wildlife Docs is a family program that follows 12,000 
exotic animals and the men and women who care for them. In 
addition to The Wildlife Docs, GRB Entertainment also 
represents the Litton Group's Recipe Rehab and Game 
Changers, which were also recognized by the Parents' Choice 
Award jury. 
http://grbtv.com 
  

Twentieth Century Fox Television 
Distribution Promotes David Smyth 

  
Twentieth Century Fox Television Distribution's David Smyth 
was promoted from VP of Sales to senior vice president of Sales 
and Development. The announcement was made by Mark 
Kaner, president of Twentieth Century Fox Television 
Distribution. In his new role, Smyth will work with Twentieth 
Century Fox production executives to seek co-production 
opportunities for new and original content to air in the U.S. 
and across the globe. Smyth is based in the London office. 
http://www.foxfast.com  
  

 

Sinking Ship Taps Christin Simms 

Sinking Ship Entertainment announced that Christin Simms 
was named head of Development, in addition to her role as 
executive producer. Simms joined Sinking Ship in 2008 and 
serves as executive producer and writer on the company's live-
action children's series Annedroids and its new live-
action/puppet preschool series Playdate and the Dino Dan 
spin-off, Dino Dana. In her new role, Simms will also manage 
the development of all future projects for the company. 
http://www.sinkingship.ca 
 
  

AMC Launches on DIRECTV Latin 
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America  

AMC Networks International inked a deal with DIRECTV Latin 
America that will see AMC launch on the pay-TV service this 
month for the first time. It will be available on DIRECTV in 
seven Spanish-speaking countries - Argentina, Chile, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela. AMC in 
Latin America features series like Halt & Catch Fire, as well as 
films from MGM, Paramount and Sony. The network recently 
launched on key pay-TV platforms in other regions throughout 
Europe, Asia, Africa and the Middle East.  
http://www.amcnetworkslatam.com 
http://directvla.com 

Brigitte Vincent Appointed VP of 
Programming at Corus Média 

  
Corus Média announced that Brigitte Vincent was named vice 
president of Programming for its Historia and Séries+ 
channels. Vincent brings over 25 years of experience in the TV 
industry. She has served as Historia and Séries+'s director of 
original production and Canadian acquisitions since 2008. 
Additionally, Catherine Vidal was appointed director of 
Original Productions and Canadian Acquisitions. Both 
appointments are effective immediately. 
http://www.corusent.com 

Keshet's Rising Star Succeeds in 
Italy and Hungary 

The final episode of Rising Star aired on Tuesday, February 17 
on Keshet Broadcasting to strong ratings. At the peak of 
viewing, over 56 percent of the country's viewing audience 
tuned in to vote for the winner. Rising Star was the top show of 
the night for all 18 weeks on the air. The series' average rating 
was 28.8 percent, and the average share was 40.7 percent. In 
Hungary, the final episode aired on Sunday, February 15 and 
was the most-watched program of the week for the fourth 
consecutive week, with a series average of 24.8 percent and an 
average share of 31.3 percent. International versions of the 
show will launch on Telefe in Argentina and TV8 in Turkey. 
http://www.keshetinternational.com 
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